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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD

Tuesday, October 22, 2002

At 4:00 p.m. at the District Office


17301 W. Colfax Ave., Suite 220

Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Stewart McNab

P. Dean Simmons

Timothy J. Collins

Christopher O’Dell

Also present were Scott Jones, General Manager; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; Tim Beaton, District Attorney; Dennis Gatlin, Colorado PERA Field Manager.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair McNab called the meeting to order and opened for discussion the first agenda item. 

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Chair McNab the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors elected to excuse Director Mefford from the October 22, 2002 Board of Directors meeting. 

LETTERS REGARDING WATER SURCHARGE – Residents Tanski, Evans & Bechtoldt 

Chair McNab began by reviewing the letters that the Board received from residents Tanski, Evans and Bechtoldt.  Attorney Beaton stated that the Board has the authority to look at each issue on a case-by-case basis.  After reviewing all the above requests the Board decided that the original surcharge rationale would remain, but the penalty fees would be waived.  

Chair McNab will write to Ms. Tanski and give her the option of making payments. Director O’Dell will call Mr. Bechtoldt and let him know of the Board’s decision, and Ms. Schrimp will call Mr. Evans letting him know that his penalty was waived.

WATER RESTRICTIONS

Chair McNab opened the discussion by stating he felt the District had waited too long to remove the watering restrictions and that, due to the weather, some of the time restrictions should have been changed earlier.  He also stated that he felt the water restrictions were separate from the drought surcharge and wanted to know what the rest of the Board thought.

Director O’Dell asked Manager Jones what the level of the stream was in Bear Creek. Manager Jones stated that the steam was currently averaging 10 cfs. Director Simmons asked if Evergreen was maintaining their watering restrictions. Manager Jones stated that as of last week their signs were still up.  

Director Collins suggested that next year the District will need to coordinate the restrictions and surcharge to match the billing period. He also suggested that the restrictions be enforced earlier than July.  Manager Jones suggested that the Board review the District’s current water rates and add another level of fees to the existing structure and not impose the surcharge. Attorney Beaton suggested that the District have a Public Hearing to discuss water rates.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Chair McNab and seconded by Director O’Dell, that the District remove the watering restrictions, but to keep the drought surcharge.  The motion passed unanimously.

POTENTIAL STORAGE RESERVOIR SITE

Manager Jones presented to the Board a copy of the District’s aerial photograph of the water plant area with outlining of general topography and property lines.  He stated that he and Directors Simmons and Mefford walked the area for possible dam sites.  Attorney Beaton recommended three water resource engineer firms for the District to interview.  Director O’Dell suggested that the Board appoint a subcommittee to interview water resource engineers and make a recommendation. 

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Collins, to nominate Director Mefford and Chair McNab along with staff as the District’s subcommittee to interview water resource engineers. The motion passed unanimously.

Attorney Beaton stated that the Conservation Board will probably be loaning money to build new dams, do studies and other water conservation measures. He stated that he will keep an eye open at the legislature for opportunities.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION OF COLORADO

Presentation by PERA Representative - Dennis Gatlin

Mr. Dennis Gatlin PERA’s Field Education Manager, Communications Division was asked to attend the board meeting to present to the Board and staff information of the programs and services PERA offers.  He passed out brochures containing PERA Rules and Benefits and other general information.  He gave the Board and staff a brief history of PERA and stated that it began in the state legislature in 1931. PERA was designed to give retirement benefits for state workers. He reviewed all of PERA’s members large and small and passed out copies of PERA’s 2001 Annual Financial Report.  He stated that PERA funds are guaranteed by State law and that the State Legislature would step in if necessary.

After an extensive presentation from Mr. Gatlin, the Board decided that the employees should discuss their options, review the differences between CCOERA and PERA and possibly look at other defined contribution plans before making any changes. 

“2003” PROPOSED BUDGET

The 2003 Budget Message was reviewed and appropriate changes were made within the context of the message.

Manager Jones also told the Board that Mr. Bradley Simons had resigned from Jacobson Helgoth and will no longer be the District’s engineer. Manager Jones stated that he currently did not have anyone else to help with the installation of the de-nitrification project at the wastewater treatment plant. He also stated that the majority of the funds that were appropriated this year toward the project will be moved into 2003.  

Manager Jones reviewed the primary capital expenses and improvements for 2003.  He stated that in addition to the above project, he will be moving the 2002 budgeted construction of a walk-in access to the Crossings Water Booster Station into 2003.  He stated that Tom Satchell of Jacobson Helgoth has had the plans for the booster station as well as for the de-nitrification project for a couple of months. Manager Jones will be meeting with Mr. Satchell early next week. 

Chair McNab asked Manager Jones if he was planning to act as the general contractor for the District regarding the Foothills PRV Station replacement as like the de-nitrification project. Manager Jones stated yes, this is currently his plan and the budget figures reflect the District acting as its own general contractor. 

Director Collins stated that the relocation and replacement of the Foothills PRV Station was a priority because of the safety issues involved. He asked if there were other safety issues listed on the capital expenses and improvements.  Manager Jones stated that there are a lot of safety related issues that are part of the every day job and areas like the Foothills PRV are prioritized as they involve roadway work and confined space situations.  Director Collins wanted to make sure that the Board consciously looked at all of the safety issues first.  Manager Jones stated the most critical safety related issue was being addressed currently with the construction of the new Terrace Sewage Lift Station. 

Manager Jones stated that he will give the Board an updated 2003 Proposed Budget with the above discussions and requested changes. 

The Board gave direction to staff to include an amended 2002 Budget notice at the same time the legal notice is published for the Public Hearing on the Proposed 2003 Budget on November 19, 2002 at 6:30 PM.  The notice will need to be published ten days prior to the November 19th meeting. 

MINUTES

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Collins, the September 27, 2002 minutes were approved as amended.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

LEGAL REPORT

Employee Handbook

Attorney Beaton stated that he had met with Manager Jones and Ms. Schrimp regarding the proposed Employee Handbook. He felt that it was a good meeting, but the employees still had a number of issues to address. He stated that the next step will be to include the changes and then meet with Director O’Dell for consultation.  A draft will be presented to the Board by the January or February 2003 meeting.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Terrace Sewage Lift Station – Update

Manager Jones stated that all the pumping equipment was delivered and was mounted. He invited the Board to take a tour of the Lift Station. He stated that it should be ready for service close to Thanksgiving or sometime in the middle of November.  The coordination of transferring from the old station to the new station will be difficult and require a lot of planning and thought. 

E.Q.R. Report – The EQR Report for the month of September 2002 was presented in writing to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

Water Withdrawn and Returned – The Water Withdrawn and Returned Report for the month of September 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The Turbidity and Disinfection Report – The Turbidity and Disinfection Report for the month of September 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.  Superintendent McWilliams stated that there was one high turbidity reading for the month, a 1.00 NTU reading on September 25th. The high turbidity was due to a primary coagulant chemical pump failure.  

Water with the high turbidity made it to the Bitterroot Pump Station before it was detected. Upon detection, the treatment system was shut down and all of the water in Solitude, Base and the Water Treatment Plant clear-well was wasted from the system. However, a few thousand gallons may have made it into the distribution system. 

The high turbidity did not result in a treatment violation. The Water Treatment Plant operator at the time was spoken to and the consequences of a treatment violation was explained to him. The operator said he would keep a closer eye on process control at the plant. 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report for the month of September 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

3rd Quarter 2002 Discharge Report – Water Treatment Plant

No discharges were reported during the 3rd Quarter 2002.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

Cash Disbursements

Ms. Schrimp presented the cash disbursements made during September 2002.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director Simmons seconded by Director O’Dell was unanimously carried with Chair McNab voting aye, the Cash Disbursements for September 2002 were approved as submitted.

Ms. Schrimp continued with a review of the cash and investments and the financial recap reports.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

Water Request

Ms. Schrimp stated that Jefferson County Road and Bridge is requesting to purchase 1 acre ft of water from the District.  Outside boundary charges would apply at $7.92 per one thousand gallons.  The Board agreed that since the water was available it could be sold.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Stewart McNab, President

Christopher O’Dell, 1st Vice President

Dean Simmons, Secretary/Treasurer

Timothy Collins, Vice President



ABSENT




Scott Mefford, Vice President
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