RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

RECORD OF PRECEEDINGS



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD 
Tuesday, October 24, 2000


At 4:00 p.m. at the Genesee Vista Clubhouse


24425 West Current Drive


Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE 

A regular and published public hearing meeting of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Anne J. Castle

Mary R. Richardson

P. Dean Simmons

Duane G. Williams

Stewart McNab

Also present were Scott Jones, District Manager; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Tim Beaton, District Attorney; District Residents: B. Humbert, C. O’Dell, G. Knickel, M. Claxton, L. Barton, J. Baltor, N. Baltor, B. Epstein, L. Anstine, J. Mulvhill.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Castle called the meeting to order and opened for discussion the first agenda item.  

DISTRICT BUSINESS

“2001” PROPOSED BUDGET (PRELIMINARY)

Manager Jones began the discussion explaining this is the preliminary budget.  It was delivered to the District’s Board of Directors on October 12,2000. In accordance with the State Budget Law, the District’s Board of Directors holds public hearings in the fall of each year to approve the budget and appropriate the funds for the ensuing year. Legal notice of this public hearing concerning the proposed 2001 budget was published October 18, 2000 in the Golden Transcript. 

A brief discussion followed explaining the budget structure and the separation between Government and Enterprise. It was further stated by Attorney Beaton that this public hearing would be continued to the November 14th Board of Directors meeting and at that time the budget would be finalized and approved.

Chair Castle asked the Board and members of the public for questions and comments regarding the 2001 proposed budget. Director McNab inquired about the cost and location of one proposed fired hydrant replacement on Larkspur Drive. Manager Jones detailed the proposal and explained the rational for replacement and that high mainline pressures exist in the area.

Director Richardson asked about the amount budgeted for the proposed replacement of the Terrace Sewage Lift Station. Manager Jones explained that $10,000 is currently budgeted for this year to be used primarily on engineering costs and $290,000 is budgeted for next year in anticipation of project completion.  Manager Jones continued to address the proposed lift station replacement project as it is the largest capital improvement expense scheduled for next year.  The conceptual design for the station will include auxiliary pumping or on-site electrical generation (the District experiences numerous power outages), access into the station will be walk-in versus the currant hatch and ladder set up, improving employee safety and lessening the existing confined space hazard. The replacement of the 25 year old station will not increase the pumping capacity as it is adequate, but rather improve the overall reliability of the facility. One primary goal of the District is to make the new station as aesthetically pleasing as possible as it is a highly visible area.

Further discussion continued concerning the budgeted capital expenses with Chair Castle inquiring about the CADD Mapping and Attorney Beaton suggesting an alternative for the Genesee Storage and Augmentation Reservoir #1 project as it currently remains incomplete.

Other discussion included service charges and the elimination of Availability of Services charges for 2001. Manager Jones then summarized the proposed mill levy stating it will increase slightly as a result of discontinuing the Availability of Service charges, which will mean an estimated increase of $8.00 per year in property tax, per average home. The District always budgets year end government funds to be zero, however it is a constant moving target for various reasons, one being the property tax collected is rarely 100%.

Mr. G. Knickel asked if the District was anticipating any additional revenue from tap fees.  Manager Jones explained the tap fees collected and the tap fees that were anticipated for the rest of 2000 and 2001.  Mr. Knickel asked the Board when it last reviewed the tap fee structure and if the District anticipates any new taps.  Mr. C. Barton also asked the Board if the tap fees have been adjusted over the years.  Chair Castle responded that the tap fees and service charges have been adjusted over the years, but the tap fees less frequently.  Manager Jones explained using the EQR structure as a guideline to determine the tap fees.

Mr. G. Knickel asked the Board for time to discuss tap requirements and those outside the District using the water.  Chair Castle stated that no action could be taken, but the Board was open to public comments at the end of the agenda.

Director Richardson asked about the budgeted amounts for employee health insurance and if they were in the neighborhood given the substantial premium increase the District experienced recently. Manager Jones stated these figures should be in the ball park, however he has not received final numbers from all insurance carriers supplying quotes. Two other items discussed under Enterprise operations were, an increased budget amount for the trunk and collection system and an increase in the contingency funds, which are only there if needed.

There being no additional comments from staff, Board of Directors, or the public, Chair Castle stated a final 2001 budget will be presented for the Board’s approval at the November 14, 2000 meeting.

DISTRICT OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES

Manager Jones began the discussion and presented a summarization to the Board of Directors and to the members of the public. The summarization outlined the water and wastewater operations, maintenance, and other miscellaneous functions performed by District personnel. Included within the summarization was discussion pertaining to the District’s current sewer maintenance program, areas where improvements can be made, what type of insurance is available to the District and individual homeowners’ sewer and drain back up coverage.  Chair Castle thanked Manager Jones for the information presented.

Public questions and discussion regarding the District’s current water situation considering this past dry summer and also where the water supply comes from was addressed by Chair Castle and Manager Jones.  It was also stated that the District has an excellent water rights portfolio including augmentation sources and an augmentation reservoir.  

A question regarding the status of insurance coverage for the sewer break on Northridge Court was addressed by Chair Castle.  Chair Castle stated that a settlement agreement was reached between the District and the Homeowners. The District’s insurance company agreed to contribute $10,000.  Chair Castle explained that insurance coverage for no-fault sewer back ups is not available.  The District will continue to look into sewer back up insurance coverage if available.

MINUTES

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director Williams and seconded by Director McNab the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors approved the September 24, 2000 minutes as submitted. 

LEGAL REPORT

Attorney Beaton stated there was no legal information to report.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Comment:  Mr. G. Knickel stated he would like to discuss the value of the District’s water and sewer services for those that want to come into the District.  He feels the District is under pricing the water for those who want to come into the District, but doesn’t want to be part of the community. He feels the District was set up to serve the Genesee residents, not to serve the entire foothills area. He is concerned that the District doesn’t have the kind of cooperation with the Genesee Foundation as he would like. He would like to see the District work more closely with the Genesee Foundation so that land petitioned to come into the Genesee Water & Sanitation District are required to become part of the Genesee community. He feels the more taps that are granted outside the Genesee community the more the District is labeled as a public utility. 

Reply:  Director Williams replied stating that the District was formed as a Governmental agency, part of the State of Colorado. 

Question:  Does the Board have legal authority not to grant any more taps?  

Reply:  Attorney Beaton stated that the Colorado State Statutes give the District power to consider petitions for inclusion of property within the District boundaries. The standard is whether the District has been capricious in granting or denying the application.  The District could impose certain rules and guidelines on any inclusion requests.  Attorney Beaton also stated there is case law that indicates that the District has to have a rational relationship between the fee it establishes for services or taps and the benefit that is being received by the property owner.

Comment:  Mr. Knickel would like the District to charge more for tap fees and reconsider the current inclusion policy.

MANAGER’S REPORT

E.Q.R. Report – The EQR Report was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

Water Withdrawn and Returned – The Water Withdrawn and Returned Report  was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The Turbidity and Disinfection Reports – The Turbidity and Disinfection Reports was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and are incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Reports for September and the 3rd Quarter 2000. 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Reports and the Wastewater Discharge Reports was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and are incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT  

Ms. Schrimp presented the cash disbursements made during September 2000.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director Williams seconded by Director McNab unanimously carried with Chair Castle voting aye, the Cash Disbursements for September 2000 were approved as submitted.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS
The Board was notified and presented with a copy of an engagement letter to the District from Van Schooneveld and Company to audit the financial statements for the years ending 2000, 2001 and 2002.  It will be discussed and Board action will be taken at the November meeting.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Anne J. Castle, President

____________________________

Mary R. Richardson, 1st Vice President

Dean Simmons, Secretary/Treasurer

Duane G. Williams, Vice President

____________________________

Stewart McNab, Vice President

PAGE  
2

