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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD 


Friday June 28, 2002 – Work Session

At 3:30p.m. at the District Office


17301 W. Colfax Ave., Suite 220

Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE 

A Work Session of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Stewart McNab

P. Dean Simmons

Christopher O’Dell

Scott G. Mefford

Also present were Scott Jones, General Manager; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; Janet Marks, Genesee Foundation Liaison; Jay Montgomery, District Water Rights Attorney.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair McNab called the special meeting to order and opened for discussion of emergency water restrictions.

Director Collins was absent and excused.

EMERGENCY WATER RESTRICTIONS

Manager Jones began by saying that he had Ms. Cessar run a list of the highest consumption users from the last billing register.  The high users are being contacted and their water is being shut off or monitored for conservation purposes. He went through the list with the Board and discussed individual problems. He stated that the majority of Genesee residents use less than 30,000 gallons bi-monthly.  

Chair McNab introduced Attorney Montgomery, the District’s water rights attorney to the Board. 

Manager Jones stated that the reason he contacted Chair McNab was that since the Regular Board Meeting on June 25th, two things had changed. 1) The usage within the District had substantially increased to an average of 600,000 gallons per day (7 day average). 2) Bear Creek flows have decreased at the Morrison gauge to the point that Warrior water is not 100% available and is now being prorated. He stated that the water plant is running 24 hours per day verses the 12 hours per day and the District is now augmenting for the increased demands and has started making releases from the Dakota wells. 

Manager Jones and Attorney Montgomery discussed and described the District’s water rights to the Board.  Manager Jones presented an availability scenario where the Warrior Ditch is not 100% available.  Chair McNab asked if the District was physically able to get the water out of the stream without a problem. Manager Jones stated yes.  Regarding the Dakota Wells Exchange Chair McNab asked that the Board have a work session with the District’s water rights attorney to discuss and understand the District’s water decrees and what priority replacements are required.

Chair McNab asked the Board for suggestions on water conservation measures.  All agreed that the outside usage needs to be addressed. Attorney Montgomery stated that what has worked in other cities with severe water restrictions, even cutting back to one day a week.  Attorney Montgomery brought in samples of what other cities are doing for water conservation. He stated that Boulder is following basically what Denver is doing and sprinklers are set on a timer to 15 minutes per zone. He said they are also writing tickets for those who violate the order.  The city of Layfette has gone to a more critical situation and watering only one day week. 

Director O’Dell suggested that the watering time be set to each sprinkler zone . Other suggestions were:  watering only two days a week; no watering on Mondays; no car washing; and no driveway or patio washing. Manager Jones stated that the District doesn’t have the man power to police the area for violators and suggested that the District impose a high drought rate on water used over 31,000 gallons and send a letter requesting that they try to conserve. Chair McNab said that he agreed, but stated that he believes that mandatory restrictions need to be put in place. Chair McNab stated that he didn’t expect the staff to be water police. He said he would write a draft of the Conservation Order. 

A Special Meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on July 1, 2002 at the District office at 4:00 p.m. for discussion and water restrictions.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Stewart McNab, President

Christopher O’Dell, 1st Vice President

Dean Simmons, Secretary/Treasurer



ABSENT



Timothy Collins, Vice President

______________________


Scott Mefford, Vice President
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