RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD 


Tuesday, July 23, 2002

At 4:00 p.m. at the District Office


17301 W. Colfax Ave., Suite 220

Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Stewart McNab

P. Dean Simmons

Christopher O’Dell

Scott G. Mefford

Timothy J. Collins – Via Telephone Conference

Also present were Scott Jones, General Manager; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; Jay Montgomery, District Water Attorney; Janet Marks, Liaison to the Genesee Foundation; Terry Casey with Dain Rauscher; Eight (8) Genesee Residents (Kathy Bollis, Tony Penna, Jo Penna, Terry Casey, Evah Lipstein, Trisha Bechtoldt, Scott Albertson)

CALL TO ORDER

Chair McNab called the meeting to order and opened for discussion the first agenda item. 

SERIES 1993 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS – Potential For Refunding

Mr. Terry Casey from Dain Rauscher presented to the Board an updated refunding proposal showing AAA insured interest rates for the series 1993 bonds.  Mr. Casey reviewed and summarized each page of the proposal. Director Mefford asked Attorney Montgomery if he was comfortable with the proposal.  Attorney Montgomery stated he had discussed this with Attorney Beaton and his view was that it was a matter of economics and if it made sense then he would have bond counsel do the disclosure.  Attorney Montgomery said that the District had used the firm of Sherman and Howard as bond counsel in the past.  Mr. Casey stated the bond counsel estimate on the proposal was from the firm of Kutak Rock.  Mr. Casey also stated that the District was not committing on bond counsel today. Chair McNab asked if the bond counsel represented the District. Mr. Casey said yes, they represent the District in two capacities 1) to help make the disclosure and 2) to help make an opinion as well as answer questions. Mr. Casey stated that Dain Rauscher shouldn’t be choosing bond counsel, the District should select its own.  After further discussion regarding the potential savings a motion was made. 

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Simmons, the Genesee Water & Sanitation Board of Directors should proceed with the refunding of the Series 1993 Bonds based upon the information provided by Dain Rauscher.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

DISCUSSION OF DISTRICT’S WATER SUPPLY – Legal and Physical Condition

Chair McNab began by addressing the reason for the ban on all outside watering and reconfirmed that the Board had given Manager Jones authorization to place a ban on all outside water use when he felt it was necessary. Manager Jones stated that one week after the water conservation order was in place the stream flow at Bear Creek had significantly dropped and by July 18th it was still going down. Manager Jones stated that the daily demand at the end of June was 700,000 gallons per day and after the conservation order went into effect it went down to 450,000 gallons a day and with the total outside watering ban it is down to 250,000 gallons a day. Manager Jones stated that the water quality with regards to nitrates is up the highest level detected being 5.0mg/l and that is 50% of the State’s maximum level allowed.  Nitrates normally are at 0.3 to 0.5. 

Public Issues:

· Keeping flowers in pots alive

The media stated that residents could water outside flower pots using an outside hose thus causing confusion. Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Mefford, the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors allow watering of outside plants or indoor plants only so long as the water did not originate in the District’s system. The motion passed unanimously.

· Issue of water storage

It was suggested that the Board send out a letter to all residents letting them know that the District has no raw water storage. 

· Fire issues

There is concern that the Fire Department will be unable to save more than one house in case of fire. Director Mefford said he spoke to the Fire Marshal and that a number of scenarios have been worked out for both commercial and residential.  He stated that 150,000 gallons of water for a structural fire would be generally adequate, but it won’t be enough for multiple houses and if a wild land fire came through they would have to use choppers for and use water from the augmentation reservoir. 

· Rate structure of 31,000 gallons and above per billing period

Manager Jones stated that 12% of Genesee customers use over 31,000 gallons per billing period and most are office commercial users, but it also includes some residential.

· Genesee Foundation receiving many phone calls regarding water restrictions

The Genesee Foundation said they were receiving phone calls regarding the watering ban. It was explained that the District has three incoming lines and the third line is dedicated to an answering machine giving daily water updates. The Board suggested that the District give out Board member names and phone numbers to help answer questions and take comments from residents.

· Keeping swimming pools open

There are five community pools in Genesee and all have been shut down during the outside watering ban. The Board discussed the possibility of keeping at least one pool open.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Chair McNab and seconded by Director O’Dell, the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors agreed to allow one pool open if the various community associations can work out the details making it available to all the groups in the District. The Board will allow that one pool remain open on that basis as long as water is available. The motion passed unanimously. 

· Enforcement Issues

The District is not physically able to read meters on a monthly basis or able to enforce fees for violations, therefore the Board is encouraging residents to buy outside water for flower pots and thinking of other ways to be more resourceful.  Attorney Montgomery reminded the Board that Morrison has not strictly enforced a threshold flow limitation that could shut down the exchange with Dakota wells, but that it was something the Board should keep in mind.

· Future concerns

The Board will discuss having more raw water storage, but it is not an immediate solution to the current drought.  Ms. Schrimp will check into the availability and cost of portable sanitation units and having water trucked up to the District.

Director O’Dell will write a draft letter to be mailed to District residents addressing the above issues.

DISCUSSION OF DISTRICT’S WATER SUPPLY – Attorney, Jay Montgomery from Moses, Wittemeyer, Harrison & Woodruff, P.C.

Attorney Montgomery presented and reviewed a privileged and confidential memorandum that included brief answers to the Board’s water rights questions as discussed on July 15, 2002.  A copy of the memorandum is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.  

USE OF ROOF TOP FIRE SPRINKER SYSTEMS FOR RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES

Manager Jones stated Bill Easterling from the Genesee Fire Department called him and asked if the District allowed roof top sprinkler systems.  Manager Jones stated this would cause public safety concerns if everyone in Genesee had the same type of set up.  Chair McNab stated that the District could amend the District’s Rules & Regulations indicating that use of roof top sprinkler systems are banned because they would limit the District’s ability to provide adequate pressure in case of fire. 

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Simmons, the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors elected to ban the use of water through the District’s water system to use for residential roof top fire sprinkler systems unless required by applicable fire or building code. The motion passed unanimously.

ANNUAL TESTING OF FIRE HYDRANTS – Director, Tim Collins

Director Collins stated he researched how often the fire hydrants in the District are to be tested.  He presented information to the Board listing ISO requirements, what an inspection entails and how often the District should do it. He stated the Fire Department is given a certain amount of points that affect the communities insurance rates. This is with regard to the strength of their protective services. The hydrant inspection item is given a maximum total of three points. The District receives 1 and ½ points for inspecting them annually.  He stated hydrant inspections do not need to flow water to be considered an inspection. An all visual inspection of the hydrant and verification that it mechanically works is good enough.  Hydrant inspections need to be done at least annually. If the District could inspect them twice a year then additional points would be given. Director Collins indicated that in the 1998 report the District inspected hydrants annually. 

Chair McNab said the District could not defer the annual inspections, but other priorities would come first. Manager Jones said inspections are currently done between the months of April through October when a freeze up potential does not exist and that is one reason they are done only once per year. 

MINUTES

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Mefford, the June 25, 2002 minutes were approved as amended.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Mefford, the June 28, 2002 minutes were approved as amended.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Mefford, the July 1, 2002 minutes were approved as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director O’Dell and seconded by Director Mefford, the July 8, 2002 minutes were approved as amended.  The motion passed unanimously with Chair McNab voting aye.

LEGAL REPORT

Chair McNab reviewed the privileged and confidential memorandum from Attorney Beaton in his absence.  A copy of the memorandum is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.  Attorney Montgomery will convey the Board’s questions and comments to Attorney Beaton. 

MANAGER’S REPORT

Terrace Lift Station – Update

Manager Jones stated the roof was poured a week ago. He stated the District will need to use water to do the back filling. The ARC has also approved the landscaping plans with a couple of conditions, but nothing major.

Chair McNab asked if the contractor had obtained the building permit.  Manager Jones stated he did not believe so, but believes that all issues with Jefferson County are now addressed. 

E.Q.R. Report – The EQR Report for the month of June 2002 was presented in writing to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.  

Water Withdrawn and Returned – The Water Withdrawn and Returned Report  for the month of June 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The Turbidity and Disinfection Report – The Turbidity and Disinfection Report for the month of June 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

2nd Quarter 2002 Discharge Report – Water Treatment Plant

No discharges were reported during the 2nd Quarter 2002.

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report for the month of June 2002 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

Cash Disbursements

Ms. Schrimp presented the cash disbursements made during June 2002.

Thereupon, upon motion made by Director Simmons seconded by Director O’Dell unanimously carried with Chair McNab voting aye, the Cash Disbursements for June 2002 were approved as submitted.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Stewart McNab, President

Christopher O’Dell, 1st Vice President

Dean Simmons, Secretary/Treasurer

Timothy Collins, Vice President

______________________


Scott Mefford, Vice President
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