                                                        RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS                                       DRAFT
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

At 5:00 p.m. at the Genesee Vista Clubhouse


24425 West Currant Drive

Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE

A Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Stewart McNab

Scott Mefford

Timothy Collins

Bruce Strand

Also present were Scott Jones, General Manager; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Timothy Beaton, District Attorney; Steve Jamieson and Mike Stonefelt, W.W. Wheeler & Associates; William Stanton, Liaison to the Genesee Foundation; Approximately 8 residents; Fritz Ihrig and Jim Appleby.

CALL TO ORDER

Motion: Motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Collins the Genesee Water & Sanitation District Board of Directors elected to excuse Director Daviess from the July 25, 2006 Board of Directors meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

Chair McNab called the meeting to order and opened for discussion the first agenda item.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Water Withdrawn and Returned – The Water Withdrawn and Returned Report for the month of June 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The Turbidity and Disinfection Report – The Turbidity and Disinfection Report for the month of June 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report - The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report for the month of June 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

2nd Quarter 2006 Discharge Report – Water Treatment Plant
One discharge was reported during the 2nd Quarter 2006.

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS

Cash Disbursements

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Mefford was unanimously carried with Chair McNab voting aye the Cash Disbursements for June 2006 were approved as submitted.

Ms. Schrimp continued with a review of the reservoir cash status, the cash and investments, the financial recap for the month of June 2006 and 2nd Quarter 2006 reports. 

PETITION FOR INCLUSION – CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING - Genesee Reservation, Block 19, Lots 2 & 3

Public Comments
Mr. Galen Knickel referred to the letter from the Genesee Foundation addressed to the District Board of Directors, dated July 18, 2006. He agrees with the Foundation’s rationale and has nothing to add, but said properties in the Water District without being members of the Foundation have resulted in a lot of strife. In order to avoid that and be responsible to the Foundation who speaks for the majority of the District is to hold off including this petition into the District at this time until it is annexed into the Genesee Foundation.

Mrs. Molly Smith said the Water District did not mail a notice to them, but Mr. Ihrig gave them some information, however they would like more time to respond. She said they own Parcel A, Lot 40 adjacent to the petitioned lot. Chair McNab said the Board received their email and that the District only notified those residents on Wayne’s Way or Rockrose Drive. 

Attorney Beaton said the letters the District received regarding the petition from Thaddeus Spack, Chris & Molly Smith, Steve Froning, Frank Beebe and the Genesee Foundation will be made part of the record and will be used as part of the Public Hearing process. The above letters are incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

Mr. Ihrig said he could not comment on what properties Mr. Knickel was referring to as a problem, but knows there are eight taps on properties located on Wayne’s Way that have been issued over the years without any inclusion or requirements of the Foundation. He has a general concern that this is an attempt by the Foundation to ride the coat tails of this Board to expand its authority and its control on property that currently exists outside of its borders. He believes that is ethically questionable and questions the legality of it. His understanding is the water restrictions are a product of this Board, not the Foundation. There are other properties served by the Genesee Water District that are outside the Foundation. He believes the decision to include is based upon the Board’s consideration relative to the availability of water. There is a lot of language in the Foundation letter regarding ARC control. 

Director Strand asked what the timing was for building on this lot. Mr. Appleby said he plans to build sometime next year. Chair McNab said the petitioners need a decision from the Board now because Jefferson County is changing its rules regarding wells and septic tanks September 1, 2006.  

Board Discussion

Director Mefford said he doesn’t believe the Board is in the land use business and needs to decide if it’s in the District’s best interest to serve and under what terms and conditions to serve. If this inclusion would cause significant diminishment of water pressure that would be something the Board would consider and quality issues associated with that is also appropriate. 

Director Strand asked Manager Jones even after the completion of the reservoir it would have no impact on the pressure? Manager Jones said that is correct. Director Strand asked if there was a solution for the water pressure problem that Mr. Spack referred to in his letter? Manager Jones said the area of Rockrose is one of the lower pressure areas of the District because of its elevation. Street pressures run about 44 psi or 45 psi and the main lines are sized for fire service. Even though this area has lower pressures compared to other properties in the District it is still average to many of the areas in the city. He said he has been in a few homes on Rockrose where people have complained and have found several home plumbing issues causing flow problems and one in particular had a main service line that was kinked. Their problem wasn’t pressure it was volume. He recommends those homes on Rockrose install inline pumps and pressure tanks and it would be a solution for them. He said his experience has been that it is not a pressure problem, but a home plumbing problem. 

Director Stand asked if this property were included would it affect the pressure of others? Manager Jones said it shouldn’t. The main lines are sized for fire flows. 

Director McNab said he agrees with Mr. Ihrig and that in the past the Foundation has reached agreements with people on its boundaries to be bound by covenants and so on without requiring it to be included in the Foundation. The only water issue the Foundation addressed had to do with the landscaping, but he doesn’t see that as huge issue. The nearby property owners seem to be split regarding the first inclusion guideline. Some of the reasons why they are against have nothing to do with water, but Mr. Spack did raise some issues: 1) Water availability, which the District still has and 2) Contiguity to the District on multiple sides. He believes that this lot does not contiguity on multiple sides. It is adjacent to the District only on one side and believes that is important. If the District annex’s this lot it will have other lots that wouldn’t otherwise follow under this criteria that now will. The applicant can get a well and septic whether it is part of the District or not. He said he doesn’t see where the septic will be right on top of one of the District’s pipelines. It may be near a water main, but he doesn’t see that as a critical issue one way or another. His general view has always been that if these criteria are close then his attitude has been not to include. He would be opposed to include this in the District.

Attorney Beaton asked if the Board knows that the property will be merged into one lot because the District has had concerns about including two lots before. The inclusion agreement would need to include documentation from the County that this has been done.

Manager Jones said to keep in mind as far as properties that are contiguous to the District is availability to water and sewer mains.  In this case, the water and sewer mains are there, so physically it is possible. 

Motion: Motion made by Director Mefford that the property be included with the standard language that Attorney Beaton suggested regarding the requirement for consolidation of those two lots from the County was seconded by Director Strand including the following amendment: The inclusion agreement is conditioned upon the reservoir being filled and final approval of a functioning reservoir by the State Engineer. The motion passed three to one with Chair McNab voting no. 

BEAR CREEK FLOWS

Manager Jones said at 9:00 am the creek was flowing at 35.2 cfs. He said at this time he doesn’t anticipate having any additional watering restrictions for the rest of the summer.

Director Collins asked Manager Jones to send the Board the verbiage he plans to put on the water restriction signs and get comments from everyone before redoing them.

SURPLUS WATER OPTIONS

Manager Jones said he only had a couple of days to try and make contact with anyone. Superintendent McWilliams contacted McDonald Farms on trucking, but thought the logistics and costs were an issue. Superintendent McWilliams also contacted Lookout Mountain and they suggested someone from our District attend one of their Board meetings. He said they were interested in a long-term arrangement. Manager Jones said he spoke to an administrative person last week regarding the cross connect and will contact their operations manager. Chair McNab volunteered to attend their Board meeting and asked Manager Jones to let him know when and where that is.

Director Strand suggested that Manager Jones flush out as many options as he can for this District. He said nothing should be taken off the list including the trucking. He recognizes time is limited, but urged that contingency water planning be kept going. 

Director Mefford said if Lookout Mountain or this District has a main break and even through there is surplus water available a cross connect could really help. It seems to be the route many districts are going through by providing some redundancy without any additional costs.

Mr. Knickel said that Lookout Mountain is in a different watershed and that the lawyers will have a lot fun with that. Attorney Beaton said it is an intricate dance when you have sources in different watersheds, but there is a state statute that allows water entities to loan water or substitute water supplies on a temporary or emergency basis to accomplish this. 

RESERVOIR PROJECT 

Project Update - Steve Jamieson, W.W. Wheeler
Mike Stonefelt said the contractor is busy with dam excavation.  They found very good rock with minimal fractures. They have begun constructing, staging and stockpiling areas within the reservoir area. Chair McNab asked what the status was regarding the change order to the state engineer? Mr. Stonefelt said he has not heard anything, but is hoping to have comments back in the next couple of weeks. 

Director Strand said the Board has a serious responsibility to deliver to this district as much storage capacity it can and is trying to understand the mechanism that is in place within the engineering/construction process as to when that was. Chair McNab said he understands it’s controlled by the amount the contractor can excavate, what he needs for aggregate for the RCC and the time frame.  Mr. Stonefelt said once they get the dam foundation opened up they will know exactly how much excavation is involved and will also know how much RCC will be required to build the dam up to the elevation needed. If they excavate more for the reservoir it will cost more dollars and it will also cost more to build that up with RCC. For now they are trying to keep costs within budget. If the rock is particularly competent and they don’t have to excavate as deep for the foundation that then frees up funds to do more excavation within the reservoir. The other issue is timing. If they don’t have to dig as deep and can still do the RCC placement this fall. 

Chair McNab asked how to keep track of when these decisions should be made? Mr. Jamieson said they have weekly meetings with Directors Mefford and Collins. He said no one wants to miss an opportunity to gain or increase the storage and everyone has that goal. After the foundation is opened up and they know what it is going to be and firm up the RCC quantities then at that point the Board subcommittee can make those decisions.

MINUTES

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Director Strand, the June 27, 2006 minutes were approved as amended. The motion passed unanimously. 

XCEL ENEGERY - Blanket Easement Request

Manager Jones said Xcel Energy wants to improve their service in the District and has approached the District regarding a blanket easement in two areas. Their first project is by the Larkspur water pump station. Xcel wants to install a switch cabinet on the feed line so they can better isolate and reduce the number of people affected when they have problems. The District owns Tract F and Tract D is owned by the Genesee Foundation. Xcel is asking for an easement for both Tracts F and D. The Foundation has already agreed to provide the easement necessary to provide this. The Foundation has approved a temporary easement, and then once the facilities are installed do the survey and provide an “as-built” easement.  That is the one that will be recorded. Attorney Beaton suggested the District “piggyback” on what the Foundation has done. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Director Mefford to approve a temporary construction easement for Xcel Energy for Tract F along the same line as the documents executed between the Foundation and Xcel Energy. The motion passed unanimously.

Manager Jones said he had not researched Xcel’s second request of a blanket easement for Tract E. Chair McNab asked Manager Jones to bring it before the Board for authorization after he has done his research. 

LEGAL REPORT - Tim Beaton with Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison, Woodruff, P.C.

Pending Jefferson County District Court Case

Attorney Beaton said the court hearing is scheduled for next week on the motion to dismiss. He was not sure if the judge will ask for testimony, but plans to meet with Ms. Schrimp and Manager Jones before that time. He will also ask Mr. Steve Jamieson to be available. 

Resolution to Increase Compensation of Board Members Serving Terms of Office On or After July 1, 2005

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Mefford to accept the Resolution to Increase Compensation of Board members. The motion passed unanimously with Directors Collins and Mefford abstaining. 

Amended Notice of Regular Meetings Board of Directors

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Collins to approve the amended board meeting notice. The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Membrane Filtration

Superintendent McWilliams said he spoke to Senator Isgar and Representative Robert Witwer about Senate Bill 06-179. This bill was designed to fund water storage projects rather than water quality projects. However, Senator Isgar did give him contacts that might be able to help out. Director Strand said in order to make an informed decision on advanced filtration he feels the need to know more about what is in the stream before deciding how to get it out. Chair McNab asked if the Bear Creek Watershed Association is open to doing this or if it had ever been discussed with that group. Manager Jones said he or Superintendent McWilliams will bring it up at the next meeting. Director Mefford said if the watershed wouldn’t do it then to try and put together a coalition.  Superintendent McWilliams said a group called the Colorado Water Resource Institute takes on these types of projects with schools like CSU and the Colorado School of Mines. 

Chair McNab suggested having someone talk to Board first and provide baseline knowledge as to what the issue is before trying to solve it. It was suggested that Denver Water may have someone with the experience and expertise who could do this.

Mr. Galen Knickel said that water quality is a growing concern for every one and the District is going to need some type of filtering system. He suggested the Board talk about where that money is going to come from.

NEW BUSINESS

No new business.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Stewart McNab, President

Scott Mefford, 1st Vice President

Bruce Strand, Vice President

Timothy Collins, Secretary/Treasurer



ABSENT




Frank Daviess, Vice President 
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