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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GENESEE WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT

HELD

Tuesday, June 27, 2006

At 4:00 p.m. at the Genesee District Office


17301 W. Colfax Ave., #220

Golden, CO 80401

ATTENDANCE

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Genesee Water & Sanitation District of Jefferson County, Colorado was held as shown above, and in accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado with the following Directors present and acting:

Stewart McNab

Scott Mefford

Timothy Collins

Bruce Strand

Frank Daviess

Also present were Scott Jones, General Manager; Debbie Schrimp, Director of Administration; John McWilliams, District Superintendent; Timothy Beaton, District Attorney; Steve Jamieson, W.W. Wheeler & Associates; Approximately 10 residents.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair McNab called the meeting to order and opened for discussion the first agenda item.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Water Withdrawn and Returned – The Water Withdrawn and Returned Report for the month of May 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Manager Jones and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The Turbidity and Disinfection Report – The Turbidity and Disinfection Report for the month of May 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report - The Influent Prior to Treatment Report and the Wastewater Discharge Report for the month of May 2006 was presented to the Board of Directors by Superintendent McWilliams and is incorporated within and made part of these minutes by attachment. 

MEMBRANE FILTRATION

Director Strand asked Superintendent McWilliams what efforts have been made in working with other districts to do a study on Bear Creek regarding the water quality studies and Senate Bill 06-179. Superintendent McWilliams said he has not had a chance to meet with anyone. He said he plans to look into it in the near future. Director Strand said that Senate Bill 06-179 funds become available on July 1, 2006. 

Superintendent McWilliams said since the 2002 drought they have been doing continuous monitoring on Bear Creek with Evergreen and Morrison as far as ammonia, temperature and ph. Those studies are already in place. Director Strand said his understanding is that there are very few data points relating to residual pharmaceuticals and no known data points for residual pharmaceuticals on Bear Creek. Superintendent McWilliams said that is correct. He said he has not been successful in locating a lab that could do those studies. Director Mefford agreed that a lab was difficult to find, but will call Boulder to find out what lab it used to have its studies done. 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS

Cash Disbursements

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Mefford was unanimously carried with Chair McNab voting aye the Cash Disbursements for May 2006 were approved as submitted.

Ms. Schrimp continued with a review of the reservoir cash status, the cash and investments and the financial recap reports for the month of May 2006. 

Web Site Update

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Mefford to accept the proposal from DK Enterprises to update the District’s web site using Front Page software. The motion passed unanimously. 

BEAR CREEK FLOWS

Manager Jones said the Morrison gauge flow chart as of 1:00 pm this afternoon was running 10.6 cfs. The stream has been fluctuating between 5 cfs and 13 cfs for the last couple of weeks. Currently, the District is at Level 1 water restrictions. He said the signs are up, but need some revisions to make them clearer. These signs are the same ones used in 2002 after watering restrictions were applied. He said he was also trying to satisfy all the concerns that he got. He said the signs are adequate for Level 2 restrictions. 

Chair McNab opened the meeting for public comments. 

Resident: Anyone who is familiar with outdoor advertising needs to know how to get the message out clearly. The current copy is not clear. All you need is “Level 1 Watering Restrictions in Effect “ if Level 2 “Outside Watering is Banned” and add “Genesee” to the sign.

Resident: He would like a plan that allows the District to maintain at Level 1. He believes there is a fair amount of concern about the loss of landscaping. People have invested a lot money and time. He understands there are costs involved with this. He has seen people watering on the wrong day and feels there is a fair amount of confusion or people have decided not to let their landscaping go. He would like the Board to find a way to prevent going to Level 2 and more education for Level 1.

Resident: In 2002 the drought was a surprise, but the District ought to have a plan; homes are valuable and the external appearance is important. It is his intention to support the Board so he brings in 50 gallons of water a week to preserve his landscaping, but it’s a lot of work, effort, time and money.

Resident: What is the relative cost of running the water plant for a few more hours compared to preserving all of the landscaping in Genesee?

Resident: If you talk to a number of people they don’t understand what Level 1 is. A lot of people don’t read the blue sheet, either it’s apathy or just unaware of what level or they don’t know the difference between the levels. 

Director Mefford agreed that just running the water plant longer is not difficult as long as we have the water rights and we can get the water physically into the water plant during that period of time. Chair McNab said in 2002 we ran into a certain portion of the day when we couldn’t get water.

Resident: The signs look like Manager Jones is trying to please everyone. The signs are huge and they need to be toned down, it looks like the circus is in town. I hope the next signs are similar to the “Board Meeting Today” signs. 

Resident: Wanted to reinforce the idea of an emergency water plan. He believes things are worse now then 2002 and that there is not much time. He proceeded in drawing a diagram of the other gauges on Bear Creek that the District could look at to help manage this. He described where the other gauges are located and what the current readings are on the stream. He suggested looking at all the gauges not just the one at Morrison. An emergency water plan is important. He listed some options the District might want to consider: recycle water, trucking, residents haul in their own water or the District would work out a deal to buy water tanks, or set up a distribution point for residents to come and haul water from. He offered to be on a subcommittee to develop an emergency plan and work out some options. 

Resident: Told the Board to be practical about this and look at it. He thinks there is snow on Mt. Evans, it is not very deep, but what is left is in deep canyons, which is some replenishment of the water. 

Director McNab said after the 2002 drought the District added denitrification to its system so that the water can be used again. There was some discussion as to how to get the water from the augmentation pond down to the water treatment plant. The Board talked about using fire hoses before and asked Manager Jones if that can still be done. Manager Jones said that is possible. The District would discharge the treated effluent into the augmentation pond and then pump out of augmentation pond back over the hill to the water plant. 

Manager Jones said in 2002 the operators with the assistance of Evergreen cooperating and the way the stream was administered by the Water Commissioner, Evergreen’s return flows did take care of Genesee’s in-house domestic needs. That was for a period of 18 days. It depends on what the Board wants to put in place to supplement outside irrigation. 

Chair McNab asked Manager Jones what was the District’s daily use when the residents were conserving at its most when we were on an outside watering ban in 2002. Manager Jones said he thought is was 250,000 gallons per day. Today we are at around 495,000 gallons at Level 1 and before restrictions it was around 550,000 gallons. Director Strand suggested using the Dakota wells and station a 5,000-gallon tank truck to bring that water upstream 7 or 8 miles. Manager Jones said the entire makeup of that water is different than the current water and that there would be a learning curve to make it drinking water. Director Mefford suggested looking at alternate sources such as Lookout Mountain and putting in an emergency cross connect to tie into our system.

Director Strand suggested rather than calling an emergency Board meeting and making decisions in a rush to give direction to staff to fully investigate what it would cost to contract some limited amount of delivering water 7 or 8 miles upstream. Director Daviess said some people are willing to pay the extra money for more water. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Mefford to re-clarify the District’s policy allowing residents to truck in independent water sources that they can arrange at their own cost to keep their landscaping alive is sanctioned by this Board. The motion passed unanimously. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Strand and seconded by Director Daviess to have Manager Jones come up with a list of options for surplus water and costs associated with those options and no option is off the table. The motion passed four to one with Director Collins voting no. 

RESERVOIR PROJECT 

Project Update - Steve Jamieson, W.W. Wheeler
Construction began on Monday and the necessary permitting is now in place to proceed. Mr. Jamieson said the contractors have the sediment check dam installed and they are doing clearing and grubbing at the site this week. Foundation excavation will start next week. Manager Jones said he sent Mountain Mutual an invoice for $25,000, which is the second portion of the global settlement. He authorized an expenditure of $2,100 to monument five property points on the Western boundary of the reservoir site and received a quote on bonding from Flatiron construction. The performance bond price that is quoted is $42,476. Attorney Beaton said the quote is favorable. Chair McNab said the District is getting a 100% bond for half as much. 

Director Mefford said that ASI-Flatiron has put together their safety plan and need to restrict access to a certain zone because of the blasting and other activities. They are going to try and set up some dates when we can have selective tours. Director Collins said the sheriff will be called if someone unauthorized is on the site and doesn’t leave when asked to. 

W.W. Wheeler – Engineering Contract 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Director Mefford moved to approve the amendment to the existing contract in the amount not to exceed $244,926. The motion passed unanimously.

PETITION FOR INCLUSION - Genesee Reservation, Block 19, Lots 2 & 3

Manager Jones said Genesee Reservation, Block 19, Lots 2 & 3 have been merged into one parcel. It is located at the end of Rockrose Drive with access off of Waynes Way. The Petition for Inclusion was published in the Golden Transcript last week. The Board received the Petition, the District’s Inclusion Guidelines and a map.

Mr. Ihrig said the property is owned by his wife and has been in her family for 71 years. She was approached to sell the lower lots 2 & 3. One of the conditions of the sale was that a petition be filed for inclusion in the water district, but that is not the only option. The other is to seek a well and sewer permit through the state and county, which would result in the sewer-leach field being close to the District. The individual who wants to purchase the lot lives in Genesee Reservation and wants this for his own personal residence. 

Chair McNab asked Mr. Ihrig what his neighbors have said or does he know? Mr. Ihrig said the neighbors have treated that area as common ground for years, but they understand it is a vacant lot. It has an ideal view of the city and mountains. Attorney Beaton said the District’s Inclusion Guidelines lists the support or objection of nearby property owners. Normally, in the past the District has tried to solicit surrounding neighbors and neighborhood associations so that the Board has their input. 

Manager Jones said he looks at petitions of inclusion from a public health safety and welfare standpoint. The last thing he would want to see is a septic and leach field within close proximity of one the District’s water mains because of the potential health hazard. Chair McNab asked if the County and State will give him a septic and well permit? Mr. Ihrig said based on the criteria he sees no reason why they wouldn’t although new regulations go into effect in September that will restrict septic systems to two acres unless they were subdivided prior to 1973 then it is one acre. The individuals who have contracted to buy it do not plan to start building until next summer. 

Mr. Ihrig said he needs a decision from the Board before September. Manager Jones said tap fees including inclusion fees would be approximately $37,000. Manager Jones said special conditions would be included in the inclusion agreement itself. Chair McNab said he would like to hear from the neighbors and the Foundation before deciding. Mr. Ihrig said he would like to see the criteria based on legitimate water and sanitation issues as opposed to his neighbors not wanting to see a house on that lot. He expressed concern that the neighbors will object because of not wanting to see a house on that lot. Chair McNab said it is up to the Board to discern the objections. He asked to continue the public hearing until after the neighbors have been notified to be consistent with the last petition of inclusion, i.e., Mr. Williams. Director Mefford agreed that it is important for the Board to be consistent as long as it is within a reasonable timeframe. Notices will be mailed to District customers who live on Rockrose Drive or on Waynes Way. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Mefford and seconded by Director Daviess to continue the public hearing for the petition for inclusion at the next Board meeting in July after notices have been mailed to surrounding neighbors. The motion passed unanimously. 

MINUTES

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Daviess and seconded by Director Strand, the May 24, 2006 minutes were approved as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Director Mefford, the June 6, 2006 minutes were approved as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. 

LEGAL REPORT - Tim Beaton with Moses, Wittemyer, Harrison, Woodruff, P.C.

Pending Jefferson County District Court Case

Attorney Beaton said there is one pending Jefferson County District Court case with Mr. Galen Knickel involving public records. Attorney Beaton filed a motion to dismiss the case based on the fact that the District had provided Mr. Knickel with all the public documents he requested. Mr. Knickel and his attorney opposed the motion arguing they should get attorney’s fees since we were moving to dismiss. We replied that we don’t think attorney fees are appropriate. The case had been set for trial, but Judge Munch wanted a hearing on the motion to dismiss instead.

Resolution to Increase Compensation of Board Members Serving Terms of Office On or After July 1, 2005

The legislature did allow an increase in compensation for those directors elected on or after July 1, 2005. Attorney Beaton presented a resolution for the Board to consider an increase from $75 to $100 per meeting attended. 

Motion: Thereupon, motion made by Director Collins and seconded by Director Daviess to table this discussion until the next Board meeting. The motion passed four to one with Director Strand voting no. 

OLD BUSINESS

Emerging Contaminants Abstract Review, Jacobson Helgoth

Manager Jones said Jacobson Helgoth wrote a memo regarding treatment of emerging contaminants and provided basic cost estimates. He said in order to pull out pharmaceuticals using the best available technology would be a reverse osmosis plant, followed by ultrafiltration, followed by the existing plant’s treatment. Director Mefford said he would like to see a list of those parameters since it is critical to the successful operation of these, and then try and use that to implement what Director Strand was saying by some additional testing funded by the Senate Bill to determine whether some of those additional parameters are going to be there or not. He said there is no sense in building a system for parameters that don’t exist in the stream. He said before Jacobson Helgoth goes to the next step in the engineering he would like to know what the water looks like. 

NEW BUSINESS

No new business.

ADJOURNED

There being no further business and upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

S. Scott Jones, Secretary of the Meeting

Stewart McNab, President

Scott Mefford, 1st Vice President

Bruce Strand, Vice President

Timothy Collins, Secretary/Treasurer

Frank Daviess, Vice President
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